
TOWN OF FORT FRANCES 
 

AGENDA - April 9, 2012 
 
MEETING  

Page

COUNCIL MEETING
(Session No. 43) 6:25 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 
 
1.1  Call to Order  

1.2  Prayer  

1.3  Non-agenda items identified to be considered later in this meeting  

1.4  Disclosure of pecuniary interest and the general nature thereof.  

Delegations/Deputations
 
2.1  Presentation from Mayor R. Avis re: Government of Ontario's 

Decision to Close Tourist Information Centres within Sunset 
Country region.  

Consent Agenda
 
3.1  Summary Report  

3.2  Items Referred  from Committee of the Whole  

3.3  Donation request from Fort Frances High School Chem Free Grad 
Committee re: 2012 FFHS Chem Free Grad Party - June 21, 2012.  

3.4  Letter of resignation from P. Loyie from the Fort Frances Public 
Library Board effective immediately.  

3.5  Request from Rainy River District Victim Services Program re: 
Proclaiming April 22-28, 2012 as "National Victims of Crime 
Awareness Week" in the Town of Fort Frances.  

Approval of Council Minutes *
 
Session No. 42 dated March 26, 2012*.

Approval of Committee of the Whole Minutes *
 
Session No. 53 dated March 26, 2012*.

Resolutions from tonight's Committee meeting

By-Laws
 
7.1  15/12  

A By-Law to approve a funding agreement with the Ministry of 
Community Safety and Correctional Services for Ontario under the 
Court Security Prisoner Transportation Program.  

7.2  16/12 
A By-Law to authorize capping parameters for commercial, 
industrial and multi-residential capped property classes and to 
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By-Laws
establish a minimum tax level for certain eligible properties.  

New Items -
 
8.1  The Salvation Army - Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner - April 

27, 2012.  

Information Correspondence **
 
9.1  Resolution passed March 26, 2012 from Municipality of Clarington 

re: Horse Racing Industry.  

9.2  Fort Frances Museum and Cultural Centre Newsletter dated April 
2012.  

9.3  Resolution passed March 7, 2012 from the City of Mississauga re: 
City of Mississauga Telecommunication Tower/Antenna Facilities 
Interim Protocol.  

9.4  Resolute Forest Products' 2010 Sustainability Report.  

9.5  Ontario Ministry of Transportation new Transit-Supportive 
Guidelines (2012).  

Minutes **
 
10.1  The Northwest Catholic District School Board dated January 27, 

2012*.  

10.2  Planning and Development Executive Committee dated February 21, 
2012*.  

10.3  Fort Frances Public Library Board Meeting Minutes dated February 
29, 2012.  

10.4  Community Services Executive Committee dated March 19, 2012*.  

10.5  Operations and Facilities Executive Committee dated March 21, 
2012*.  

Non-agenda Items - 6:40 p.m.
 

* Previously distributed to Council

** Items can be viewed by contacting the Clerk
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TOWN OF FORT FRANCES 
 

BY-LAW NO. 16/12 
 

(Being a By-Law to authorize capping parameters for commercial, industrial and multi-residential capped 
property classes and to establish a minimum tax level for certain eligible properties). 
 
WHEREAS S.329.1 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, provides that Councils of upper-
tier and single-tier municipalities may pass by-laws to increase the annual limit on tax increases on property 
by up to 10 per cent of the previous year’s annualized taxes or by up to 5 per cent of what would have been 
the CVA taxes for the previous year.  If these options are exercised, landlords of commercial and industrial 
property are required to adjust the amount of the tenant’s cap accordingly.  If a municipality establishes a 
threshold of up to the maximum $250 for increasing properties or decreasing properties or both, and the 
resulting billing adjustment for a property is less than the threshold, the property would be liable for full CVA 
tax for the year.  This section also provides municipalities the option of taxing commercial, industrial or multi-
residential properties that become eligible new construction properties in 2007 at up to 90 per cent of the CVA 
taxes an the maximum percentage increases to 100 per cent of CVA taxes for properties that become eligible 
properties in 2008 and subsequent taxation years.  Municipalities have the option to include or exclude 
properties from the capping and claw-back calculation if they were at CVA tax in the prior year and to include 
or exclude properties that would move from being capped in the prior year to being clawed-back in the 
current year or from being clawed-back in the prior year to being capped in the current year. 
 
AND WHEREAS on March 26, 2012 Council supported the Treasurer’s recommendation that capping on all 
capped classes (commercial, industrial and multi-residential) be applied in 2012 in the same manner as in 
2011, and to exclude from capping those properties that were at CVA tax in 2011 or would cross over CVA tax 
in 2012 be exercised and that a minimum tax level threshold in 2012 for certain eligible properties be set. 
 
NOW THEREFORE Council for the Corporation of the Town of Fort Frances HEREBY ENACTS as follows: 
 
1.  That revenue neutral shall be maintained within each class.  
 
2. The annual limit on capping for Commercial, Industrial and Multi-Residential classes will be a 10 per cent 

increase of the annualized tax limit based on the previous year’s annualized taxes. 
 

3. There shall be a minimum tax level of 100% for properties eligible for New Construction or New to Class 
in 2012. 

 
4. That properties that were at CVA Tax in 2011 or that would cross over CVA Tax in 2012 be excluded from 

capping.  
 
This By-Law shall come into force and take effect on final passing. 
 
READ THREE TIMES and finally passed in open Council this 9th day of April 2012. 
 
 
 
___________________________           ___________________________                    

R. Avis, Mayor                           G. Treftlin, Clerk 
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Fort Frances Museum  

& Cultural Centre 

April 2012 

259 Scott Street 

Fort Frances, ON  P9A 1G8 

807 274-7891 

Fax: 807 274-4103 

www.fort-frances.com/museum                  sgeorge@fort-frances.com 

Currently, at the Museum, we are featuring two exhibits. Through 

photographs and artifacts, they tell a unique, yet familiar story. 

The first, Our Founding Families, is a presentation by members 

of our local Genealogy group.  

Most of us are curious about our ancestors. Who were they? Where 

did they come from and why? Many of us, through marriage, can 

trace more than one culture, which in turn leads our investigation 

to more than one country overseas.  

And the questions become more involved… Why did an ancestor 

leave a cherished homeland? Why did they choose Canada and 

specifically the Rainy River District as a final destination? What 

challenges did they face coming here, was employment readily 

available and why did they feel it worthwhile staying to make a 

home? Undertaking the search for one’s ancestors often helps us 

find the answers to these and other questions. 

The Ukrainian Connection was created by members of our local Ukrainian community.  

Like many other Canadian immigrants, the Ukrainians escaped a brutal existence of poverty and oppression in 

their homelands in the hopes of finding a better life. Although con-

ditioned to hard work, they were ill prepared to make the adapta-

tions necessary to land smoothly on their feet in a new environ-

ment. With next to nothing to call their own and few support sys-

tems, they struggled daily to find a foot-hold in this vast new land.  

Yet they persevered. They cleared land and planted crops; found 

jobs in the forest industry, on the road crews and in small business; 

built homes, schools and churches; recruited teachers for their chil-

dren and raised their families to become contributing members of 

society.  

Furthermore, they preserved their culture. Their food, traditions and 

specialized art forms, such as Pysanka (egg decorating), are recog-

nized across Canada, adding to the rich diversity of the communi-

ties they call home. 

Both exhibits will continue through to the end of April. 

...

Agenda Item # 9.2 

Fort Frances Museum and Cultural Centre Newsletter dated April 
2012.
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Voices of the Town: Vaudeville in Canada 

In an era before television and radio (1870s - 1920s), 

vaudeville (from “voix de ville’ - ‘voices of the town’) 

was the most popular form of entertainment in North 

America. Family-oriented, it featured fast-paced variety 

sketches, comedy routines, songs, dance, acrobatics, 

amazing feats and unbelievable stunts, on stages across 

this country.  

Some of Hollywood’s greatest early actors began their ca-

reers on the vaudeville stage — Charlie Chaplin, the Marx 

Brothers, and Canadian-born Mary Pickford, to name a 

few. A visit to one of the opulent vaudeville theatres was 

often as exciting as the performances themselves. 

“Voices of the Town” is an engaging and visually stun-

ning exhibition that recreates the ambiance of an evening at the theatre, complete with a reproduction ticket 

booth and kinetoscope (early film-viewing machine). 

The exhibition also features photos from the Balsillie Collection of Roy Studio images. A nationally signifi-

cant photograph collection, and composed of 300,000 glass plate and film negatives, it documents life in the 

Peterborough area from 1896 to 1992. The Vaudeville Series of images from this collection were restored to 

their original glory specifically for this exhibition. 

Developed by the Peterborough Museum & Archives, the exhibition was produced with the financial support 

of the Department of Canadian Heritage and continues to tour Canada following its launch in 2005. 

“Voices of the Town” will be on display for a limited engagement at the Fort Frances Museum & Cultural 

Centre during May and June. 

...
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Fort Frances Museum and Cultural Centre Newsletter dated April 
2012.
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For our July/August Exhibit… We are celebrating some of this year’s many anniversaries. 
We will be delving into the archives and creating exhibits around the following themes. 

 

• Fort Frances Canadians win the Allan Cup in 1952. This was an amazing feat as a team 

with no sponsors, no league and few expectations captured a national trophy. 

• Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II — 2012 celebrates her diamond jubilee, 60 years on the throne. 

• 100th Anniversary of the local Customs & International Bridge, of huge importance to residents and 

businesses on both sides of the border. 

• Epic canoe journey north by Ernest Oberholtzer and Billy Magee in 1912. The latter is the grandfather of 

Nancy Jones, a well-known educator in our area.  

• The historic sinking of the Titanic, the largest passenger liner of its time. On its maiden voyage from 

Southampton to New York, the liner sank four days into its voyage, killing over 1500 of its 2223 passen-

gers. 

• 200th anniversary of the War of 1812, including the controversy surrounding the border in our own area.  

 

If you have memorabilia — photos, souvenirs, publications, etc — relating to any of the above, we would 

love to hear from you.  

 

Any items you wish to contribute would be considered a loan (unless you specify otherwise), and would be 

returned to you in September. 

1952 Allan Cup Champions 

L-R Front: Walt Christiansen, Ric Ricard, Sambo Fedoruk, Bill Cleavely, Vern O’Donnell, Doc Johnson,  
Second: Coach Joe Balzan, Ed Kliner, Alex Kurceba, Mike Hupchuk, Dun Sampson, Manager Glen Steele 
Third: Percy Robertson, Gord Calder, Don Lovisa, Gudge Gosselin, Frank Eisenzoph 
Fourth: Pete Makarchuk, Stan Calder, Dr. W. Boyle, Bill Galbraith, Ray Coran 

...
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Fort Frances Museum and Cultural Centre Newsletter dated April 
2012.
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Off Season hours continue until 

mid-May! No fees for six more 

weeks! 

Open Tuesday through Saturday,  

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Friends of the Museum 

If you would like to get involved, meetings are held monthly at 

the Museum. Next meeting is Wed Apr 4 at 4:30. For anyone 

who cannot commit to regularly scheduled meetings, we can al-

ways use your help in other ways… 

Volunteering  

Through community requests made over many years, we’ve col-

lected bits and pieces of trivia regarding hundreds of topics! Bi-

ographies of former residents, stories on past businesses, old 

photos and documentation on most events in Fort Frances and 

area history… they are interesting tidbits that are a pleasure to 

read. We want to organize the information into binders that could 

be made available to the general public. 

We are also looking for individuals who like to do research. We 

frequently receive requests for information. If you think you 

would be interested in helping in this way, we could arrange a  

Calendar of Events 

Until end of April: Our Founding Families & the Ukrainian Connection, two exhibits featuring some of Fort 

Frances and area’s earliest residents, both created by local contributors. 

Thursday, April 5th, 2 to 6 p.m., reception hosted by our Ukrainian community. Refreshments served. 

Mid-May: We welcome back students as the Tourist Season begins. Museum & Heritage Sites open daily. 

May & June: Voices of the Town: Vaudeville in Canada , a touring exhibition. 

July & August: This Year’s Anniversaries: The Allan Cup, Queen’s Jubilee, Opening of Customs & the 

Bridge, Epic Journey of Oberholtzer & Magee, Sinking of Titanic and War of 1812! 

Wednesday afternoons at the Library: What Hooks You Here - our CAHEP rug-hooking project - ongoing! 

1st Wed each month, 4:30: Friends of the Museum monthly meeting. 

1st Thurs each month, 6:30: Genealogy Group monthly meeting. 

2nd Wed each month , 6:30: Writers Group monthly meeting.  

Meetings are on the main floor of the Museum, and are open to the public. 

Below: Colouring eggs with natural food 
dyes such as red cabbage, yellow on-
ions, beets, turmeric and coffee. 

At right: Pysanka, 
traditional Ukrainian 
egg decorating, 
taught by Ann Wood 
& Elma Tucker. 

time-frame that 

would work for 

you. It may be 

only a morning a 

month, or an 

hour here and 

there, but your 

help will be well 

appreciated.  

Call Sherry at 

274-7891 for 

more informa-

tion. 

...
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