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 COUNCIL MEETING 

(Session No. 84) 6:35 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. 

 

 1.1 Call to Order  

 1.2 Prayer  

 1.3 Non-agenda items identified to be considered later in this meeting  

 1.4 Disclosure of pecuniary interest and the general nature thereof.  

 Delegations/Deputations  

 2.1 Presentation of Semi-Annual Executive Committee Reports: 

 

1) Administration and Finance Executive Committee; 

2) Operations and Facilities Executive Committee; 

3) Planning and Development Executive Committee; 

4) Community Services Executive Committee. 

4 - 19 

 Consent Agenda  

 3.1 Council Consent Summary Report 20 

 3.2 Items Referred  from Committee of the Whole  

 3.3 Request for support received July 11, 2013 from Alzheimer Society - 

Sudbury- Manitoulin re: Resolution in Support of a National Dementia 

Strategy. 

21 - 24 

 Approval of Council Minutes *  

 4.1 Session No. 83 dated July 8, 2013.  

 Approval of Committee of the Whole Minutes *  

 5.1 Session No. 104 dated July 8, 2013.  

 Resolutions from tonight's Committee meeting  

 By-Laws  

 7.1 By-Law 8/98-YY to amend Zoning By-Law 8/98 - Lillie Avenue @ Elizabeth 

Street West. 

25 - 29 

 7.2 By-Law 10/03-Z to amend Town of Fort Frances By-Law 10/03 the Traffic 

Control By-Law to provide for traffic controls to accommodate the Kiss 'n 

30 - 36 
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Ride student transportation program at St. Francis, J.W. Walker and Robert 

Moore schools, establish a loading zone on Butler Avenue and reinstate full 

calendar parking on a portion of Fourth Street West. 

 7.3 By-Law 37/13 to authorize taking title to certain lands in the name of the 

municipality, to declare the lands as necessary for municipal purposes as a 

municipal parking lot. 

37 - 38 

 7.4 By-Law 38/13 to approve an agreement with the Minister of Transportation 

for financing under the Dedicated Gas Tax Funds for Public Transportation 

Program. 

39 

 7.5 By-Law 39/13 to authorize the entering into of a collective agreement with the 

Fort Frances Professional Fire Fighters Association for the three year period 

January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2015. 

40 - 55 

 Information Correspondence  

 8.1 Association of Municipalities of Ontario Watch File dated July 4th; 11th and 

18th, 2013. 

56 - 61 

 8.2 Association of Municipalities of Ontario Communicate dated July 3rd re: June 

21, 2013 AMO Report to Members - Highlights of the June 2013 Board 

Meeting; July 12th re: AMO Policy Update - Energy; and July 16, 2013 re: 

Risk Management Symposium - LAS and Frank Cowan Company. 

62 - 70 

 8.3 Letter of appreciation dated July 9, 2013 from Jamshed Merchant, Consul 

General of Canada (Minneapolis) re: Recent Pulling for Peace and Cross 

Border events. 

71 - 72 

 8.4 July 2013 Fort Frances Museum and Cultural Centre Newsletter. 73 - 77 

 8.5 July 2013 - Rainy River Gold Project - Draft Environmental Assessment 

Report (Environmental Impact Statement)**. 

78 - 79 

 8.6 Municipal Property Assessment Corporation Activities Update dated July 8, 

2013. 

80 - 83 

 8.7 Letter dated July 10, 2013 from Commissioner Chris D. Lewis, Ontario 

Provincial Police re: OPP Billing Reform - Municipal Policing Cost 

Recovery. 

84 

 8.8 Joint request from Marc-Andre Morin, MP, Laurentides-Labelle and Olivia 

Chow, MP, Trinity-Spadina/Transport, Infrastructure and Communities Critic 

re: Support of Motion M-441 - Motion to Carry Out a Review of the Vessel 

Operation Restriction Regulations. 

85 - 87 

 8.9 Request dated July 10, 2013 from E. Maki, Premier's Council on Youth 

Opportunities re: Recruitment of Northwestern Ontario Representation. 

88 - 89 

 8.10 Communities in Bloom - June 2013 Edition. 90 - 99 
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 Minutes **  

 9.1 The Northwest Catholic District School Board Regular Board Meeting dated 

April 16, 2013. 

100 - 

106 

 9.2 2013 June 17 Planning and Development Executive Committee Meeting 

Minutes. 

107 - 

108 

 9.3 Operations and Facilities Executive Committee dated July 3, 2013.* 109 - 

110 

 9.4 Administration and Finance Executive Committee dated June 18th and July 

4th, 2013. 

111 - 

114 

 9.5 2013 July 08 Public Meeting Minutes - Proposed Zoning By-Law Amendment 

8/98-YY re: Municipal Property fronting Lillie Avenue between Fifth Street 

West and Sixth Street West being Park of Block K, Plan SM-140 to permit 

continued use of the subject lands as a community garden (Fort Frances 

Community Garden). 

115 

 Non-agenda Items: 7:15 p.m.  

 * Previously distributed to Council  

 ** Items can be viewed by contacting the Clerk    
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Fort Frances Museum  

& Cultural Centre 

July 2013 

259 Scott Street 
Fort Frances, ON  P9A 1G8 

807 274-7891 
Fax: 807 274-4103 

www.fort-frances.com/museum                  sgeorge@fort-frances.com 
Now on Facebook! 

Currently on display in our main floor gallery...  

Bone China: Gone with the Hope Chest? 

The exhibit is up and attracting lots of attention.  
Seeing it makes me wonder why I do not use my 
china more often, as many of these pieces are quite 
simply exquisite… lovely tea sets, full dinner services 
including platters and covered vegetable dishes, 
graceful figurines, and many, many unique cups and 
saucers. Crocheted tablecloths and hand-embroidered 
napkins lend an elegance to the display. 

 
 

The exhibit provides some history surrounding bone china 
and the popularity of tea. For example, did you know that 
bone china gets its name from one of its more important 
components… bones burned to ash? It was this  
improvement that gives the delicate porcelain its strength.   

We have also included some background on the many  
businesses that 
once sold fine china, a profitable sideline that extended 
over several generations. 

Both floors of the museum are accessible by elevator from 
the rear entrance - available by ringing the bell on most 
days, but open for your convenience from 10 to 4 on  
Market Thursdays for 
tea and scones, served 
upstairs. 

The exhibit continues 
through July and most 
of August, wrapping 
up August 23rd. 
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Grants, Students, & the Projects that 

Come with Summer 

The Museum is very fortunate once again to 
have received grants that permit us to employ 
student help. We wish to thank the federal and 
provincial governments for offering Young 
Canada Works, Canada Summer Jobs, the 
Summer Experience Program and the Summer 
Jobs Service — funding for student grants 
which makes it possible to offer employment 
to students. 

Jillian Berry and Hannah Taylor returned from university the first week in May and have been  
working very hard ever since. They began by opening up the Hallett and Lookout Tower for the  
summer season, then revamped our Backpack program to reflect recent changes to our upstairs gallery. 
For those of you who may not be familiar with the program, backpacks on five themes (First Nations, 
Pioneers, Fur Trade, Logging and Community) are available to children who visit the museum.  
Children tour the permanent exhibit while completing the activities inserted inside the various pockets 
within the pack. For the first time this year, the program is now available to two age groups, ages 4-6 
and 7-11. The program has proven to be a favourite with many of our primary grade teachers who  
regularly bring their classes in June. 

Once school was out, our Métis exhibit came down and Bone China went up. Students helped with 
both… properly returning our Métis artefacts to storage and completing research for our Bone China 
story boards. They also planned and prepared appropriate activities for weekly Rec’n Crew visits and 
the Day Care youngsters who will be joining us more often this summer. 

Picking up where Samantha Manty 
left off, Jillian and Hannah have 
continued with research on past 
and present businesses for our  
Borderland Walking Tour (to be 
accessed using QR codes).  
Information for some Scott Street 
buildings is readily available, but 
for others, details are scarce.  
Although work will continue 
through the summer, focus has now 
turned to our very important  
digitization project spear-headed 
by Jeremy Hughes and funded by the Ontario government. 

Our museum database has now been transferred from the old system to PastPerfect software. Jeremy 
has worked hundreds of hours correlating many often-incomplete files to ensure that most information 
is now in the correct categories. Hannah, Jillian and high school student, Libby Paleczny now work at 
adding information that has been stored on index cards and other archival sources. Photos available on 
the computer for past exhibits, relevant research, and additional information such as donor names are 
being attached to the appropriate file. Many, many more hours of careful work will follow, but it feels 
good knowing we’ve made a significant start. 

Continued on next page... 

Jillian Berry, Hannah Taylor, Libby Paleczny 

Mapping out businesses that came and went. 

AGENDA ITEM #8.4

Page 74 of 115



During warm periods in the earth’s 
history, the sea level has been up to 
100 meters higher, with no ice sheets 
at the poles. Because of the cooler 
climate today, there are massive ice 
sheets that cover the Antarctic  
continent and Greenland. In the  
Antarctic alone, the ice sheet varies 
from 2 to 4.5 kilometers in  
thickness; that’s 1 to 3 miles of solid 
ice. Evan a small scale melting of 
these polar ice caps would alter coast 
lines around the world. 

International Artist, Margot Cormier Splane, comes to the Fort Frances Museum August 25th until 
her closing reception on Thursday, September 26th. 

Margot Cormier Splane has exhibited her art around the world, participating in 66 international  
exhibits  — almost all of them juried competitions — in 11 different countries, including shows 
throughout Canada. She has won 12 awards for her artwork and has had 26 solo exhibitions. Splane’s 
work deals with a wide variety of themes including the modern versus the primitive, and  
technology versus nature.   

“Creating art is not something that I want to do, it is something I need to do. My inspiration evolves  
out of a variety of different sources. Lately I have been dealing with a lot of environmental concerns in 
my art, in particular using my creation ‘Pandora’s Trojan Horse’ which represents all of the evils of the 
world, concealed in a wondrous package. This environmental devil horse looks radiant, as it prances 
around unconcerned about the chaos it leaves behind.  

“On a lighter side, I am also dealing with things I see or feel in my every day life: a story from the 
news, exploring art from the past, a historic event or even an amusing anecdote. Any of these sources 
can move me esthetically and germinate an idea. I call my style ‘Reality with a Twist’ because it is 
very realistic, but unlike anything you would ever see.” 

While the students follow up with the database, Jeremy will give the bulk of his time now to the  
newspapers, the digitization of over 100 years of Fort Frances Times — an important component to our 
grant. Not only will we have the papers photographed, but hope to have the ability to search the  
material using OCR (optical character recognition) technology. For example, if you are looking for J.A.
Mathieu, the search tool will recognize any references to his name. This feature will make research so 
much easier for everyone, whether a historian or someone looking for family information. 

Summer zips by in a flash. For university students, July marks the third quarter, and there is still so 
much to do. At the same time, I feel very fortunate to have an enthusiastic group who are as engaged as 
I am in the positive changes we are making to the museum. Thanks, everyone, for the hard work. Your 
efforts are most appreciated. 

‘Pandora’s Trojan Horse Visits Atlantis’ - by Margot Cormier Splane 

...continued from page 2 
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Threadworks returns to Fort Frances   

This very popular travelling exhibit features art  
created with fabric and yarns, and may include  
quilting, embroidery, beading, rughooking…  
basically anything that combines textiles with 
imagination. Examples that have come to us in past 
exhibitions are outstanding, highlighting some 
amazing talent Canada-wide. This year’s theme is 
Water. Included here are just a few of the pieces that 
will be on display during November and December. 

‘Waves & Flowers’ 
by Patricia Menon 

 
on left 

‘A Highland Stream’  
by Marianne Tighe 

above 
 

‘Sirens’ by Mary Kroetsch 
on left 

Fibre Art Festival 

In conjunction with  
Threadworks, the  
Museum is hosting our 
own local version of 
the art show, a Fort 
Frances Fibre Art  
Festival. We invite all  
interested crafters who 
work with textiles 
(fabric, thread, yarn) to 
submit a sample of 
your  craft.  

Pieces will be displayed in our upstairs gallery during November and December while Threadworks 
appears in the main floor gallery. This will highlight the talent in our own area, and at the same time 
provide a venue for local artisans to exhibit samples of their work. 

Pieces must be complete, but could be something you did years ago, or maybe something new you’ve 
always wanted to try…. quilting, rughooking, crocheting, cross-stitch, embroidery, a self-designed 
hand-bag, fascinator or piece of clothing…. Just about anything you can imagine is worth a try! 

Anything that can be made with fabric and thread is eligible. Deadline is October 31st for display  
November 5th. For more information, call the museum, 274-7891.  

Please pass the word. If successful, we’ll do it again. 
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Calendar of Events 
• Tea & Scones every Market Thursday during the summer. 

• August 25 - September 26: Margot Cormier-Splane, visiting international artist from Timmins, ON. 

• September 26 - October 31: Cher Pruys: our own well-known international artist. 

• November and December: the very popular, textile exhibit: Threadworks: Water.  

• Thursday, November 7: 2nd Annual Fundraising Gala hosted by Friends of the Museum. 

Our writers, genealogy and Friends groups have taken a break for the summer,  

but will resume meetings in September. 

Summer hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.  

Remember that the museum is accessible by elevator from the rear entrance.  

Ring the bell and someone will be with you shortly.  

Back entrance open all day on Market Thursdays for easy access to tea & scones! 

Tea & Scones - upstairs at the Museum on Market Thursdays 

In conjunction with our Bone China exhibit, the museum is 
serving tea and scones upstairs on Market Thursdays. Enough 
cups and saucers have been donated to set up the room with a 
different pattern at each place setting. Special Market  
Thursday pricing means $3 for a cup of specialty tea and 
home-made scone. $5 includes a visit to our exhibits. 

Not only is this a great bargain for you, but it has also been a 
great experience for me. I’ve learned lots about tea drinking, 

traditions and 
even dishwashing 
from our many 
visitors. One lady 
explained to me 
that it was during 
the washing up 
afterwards that 
her mother shared 
life’s most  
important  
lessons, heart-to-
hearts that she 
still remembers 
well from her 
girlhood. 

Future exhibits... 

2014 marks 100 years since 
the Fort Frances paper mill 
opened its doors; it was also 
the start of World War I.  

We welcome your ideas as to 
how we should recognize 
these milestones.  
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